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I want to thank all of our Walker students and 

families for their patience and hard work last. 

The transition to the online learning model is 

certainly challenging for all of those that are 

involved, but I am so proud of how well we all 

have handled this challenge. 

 

I wanted to provide a recommendations as we 

move into week two: 

 

 Whenever possible, create a dedicated 

area in your house for your child to work. 

 Ensure that your child has a quite area to 

work. This is especially true when they 

are in live ZOOM meetings. Please be 

sure that TVs, radios, vacuums, etc. are 

not on in the background.  

 It is important that your child takes online 

assessment on their own, to ensure that 

their teachers have accurate information 

about their academic needs.  

We would also like to ask families to be mindful 

of when a child is in a live session over ZOOM. 

Please be aware that student cameras and 

microphones will pick up images and 

conversations in the background. Please be sure 

that others in the house are using appropriate 

language and are dressed appropriately if they 

can be seen or heard during a live session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benchmark Testing 
 

The state as mandated that all schools must 

have students take a benchmark assessment 

as a condition for being allowed to engage in 

online learning models. Walker Elementary 

students in grades kindergarten and first will be 

taking the WACS reading assessment, which 

is part of the Waterford program. Students in 

grades 2-5 will be taking the NWEA MAP 

reading and math assessments. Both 

assessments are used each year at Walker to 

monitor student needs and growth. 

 

Students will be taking the assessment from 

home according to a schedule that will be 

communicated by their teacher. It is important 

that students take these assessments 

independently and do not receive assistance 

from any one at home. Teachers will be using 

the information from the assessment to meet 

the individual needs of students.  

 

Students who are able to access the Waterford 

program should be able to take the WACS 

assessment from home.  

 

 

 

"Alone we can do so little, 

together we can do so much."  

--Helen Keller 
 



 

 

 

 

Parents can check to see if their child’s computer 

is compatible with the NWEA MAP assessment 

by visiting https://check.nwea.org/ . If the screen 

is red it is not compatible. If it is green, it can be 

used to test at home. Please let your child’s 

teacher know the results. 

 

We will be creating a limited schedule for 

students to test on site if they are unable to test 

from home. It is extremely important that all 

students take their benchmark assessment. If 

you have any questions, please contact their 

teacher.  

Trouble Shooting Digital Access 
 

The district has created resources for families to 

help troubleshoot common issues with 

accessing the digital learning opportunities that 

are being offered. Here is a short video: 

https://www.loom.com/share/41373ee86cdf41e38b2

2b1f2e1a14f82 .  

 

Title I Information Night 
 

Our Title I information night will be held virtually 

this. The presentation will be pre-recorded for 

parents and guardians to watch at their 

convenience. We do ask that all families watch 

this presentation and complete the online form 

verifying so. Students and parents/guardians will 

also be asked to sign the School-Family 

Compact. Please be on the lookout for 

information regarding this opportunity.  

 

 

 

Additional Resources for 

Families Learning from Home 
 
For families that would like to have additional 

resources for supporting their child’s learning 

from home, please visit the following links: 

 

 https://www.commonsensemedia.org/learning-

with-technology/what-online-learning-resources-

are-available-to-supplement-my-homeschooling 

 

 https://www.nasa.gov/stem-at-home-for-

students-k-4.html 

 

 https://www.nasa.gov/stem-at-home-for-

students-5-8.html 

 

 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-

institution/how-virtually-explore-smithsonian-

your-living-room-180974436/ 

 

 https://www.education.com/resources/?msclkid=

49faa94c93d317e7d3dff6752c10244f&utm_sour

ce=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Se

arch%20-%20Resources%20-

%20BMM&utm_term=%2Bonline%20%2Blearni

ng%20%2Bresources&utm_content=Learning%

20Resources 

 

 https://www.pbs.org/parents/learn-grow/all-

ages/literacy 
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